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appears either in your letters or consultations. [This] affair likewise must
be fully and clearly represented and due attention and obedience paid to
what we writ last year upon this affair*
Fifthly^ of fortifications, buildings and revenues
55.    We esteem it a fortunate incident that we have given you our senti-
ments so fully by the last year's ships on the subject of fortifying your sub-
ordinates because we conceive you would not presume to go on with your
extensive scheme of fortifying Cossimbuzar, and we cannot avoid remarking
that you seem so thoroughly possessed with military ideas as to forget your
employers are merchants and trade their principal object, and were we to adopt
your several plans for fortifying, half our capital would be buried in stone walls.
But your reasons for erecting a fort at Cossimbuzar by no means coincides
with our opinion.   You say '"that a fortifyecl place near the capital of the
soubahship would be of use in preserving our influence at the durbar and
checking any designs that the Government might in future conceive against
us".   But is this a prudent or a practicable scheme to erect such a fortress and
have such a garrison contiguous to the Nabob's residence as to keep them
constantly in awe of us?   We say, in the first place, it would be a most impolitic
step and would render you odious and in the next it is an impossibility to sup-
pose you could defend yourself against the whole power of the country at such
a distance from Calcutta and cut off from all resources.   Subordinates must
always derive their security from the influence and power of the capital settle-
ment. We are ready and willing to put Calcutta into that respectable condition,
and when you are once in a situation to call that Government to account for
any acts of injustice (which we hope will soon be) our property will be as secure
in the factory at Cossimbuzar as it would in a fort on Birampore plain and our
credit   and  influence   more   extensive   and   estccjrncd,   and   therefore   yox,i
are not to deviate from the rules laid down to you last season respecting
the  carrying   on  our  affairs  at  Cossimbuzar  and  our  other  subordinates
without the least parade of soldiers, fortifications or even the appearance of
military strength*
56.   By Mr. Brobier's letter and estimate addressed to our Secret Committee
it appears that the erection of the citadel of Calcutta only, inclusive of the town
and enclosure, will cost us 1,911,569 current rupees, an enormous sum indeed.
We wish you had mentioned what number of men would be required to garrison
it, for however willing we may be to bear an extraordinary expense for the
security of this settlement and its acquisitions, yet a number of soldiers are
seldom to be procured, and if His Majesty had not graciously condescended to
give us one thousand men we should not have been able to have sent you any
considerable  assistance  this   season.   From  your  representation]   and   the
judgement we form of the too extensive work, we sent you double the number
of men as was first settled for your garrisou and this we will endeavour to keep
up.   Mote [men can] not be expected, we mean [Europeans], for other troops
must be [left] to your own prudence and discretion to enlist as many as you shall
find absolutely necessary*   As the works ought not to be of greater extent [than]^
can be defended by a moderate garrison, even less than we have mentioned if
possible, you must, therefore, have a particular regard to the directions on